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so little regarded, that it may not be amiss to continue
the discussion. The best conclusions of reason will
be shown to fall in with what clearly appears to be
the authoritative language of revelation ; and to call
in the aid of the affections to the service of religion,
will prove to be, not only what sober reason may
permit as in some sort allowable, but what
TJieaffeo she clearly and strongly dictates to our
luerel^al deliberate judgments as indispensably re-
loicable in quisite for us, in the circumstances wherein
religion, \ve are placed. We have every one of us
but highly             ^ to accomplish wherein our eternal

necessary.                                   f ,    '             .           , . .

interests are at stake ; a work to which we
are naturally indisposed. We live in a world abound-
ing with objects which distract our attention and
divert our endeavours; and a deadly enemy is ever
at hand to seduce and beguile us. If we persevere,
indeed, success is certain; 'but our efforts must know
no remission. There is a call on us for vigorous and
continual resolution, self-denial, and activity. Now,
man is not a being of mere intellect.

Video meliora proboque, deteriora sector,

is a complaint which, alas! we all of us might daily
utter. The slightest solicitation of appetite is often
able to draw us to act in opposition to our clearest
judgment, our highest interests, and most resolute
determinations. Sickness, poverty, disgrace, and
even eternal misery itself, sometimes in vain solicit
our notice; they are all excluded from our view, and
thrust as it were beyond the sphere of vision, by
some poor, unsubstantial, transient object, so minute
and contemptible as almost to escape the notice of
the eye of reason.

These observations are more strikingly confirmed
in our religious concerns than in any other; because